This is a graded discussion: 150 points possible
due Oct 31
Discussion: The Paradox of Progressivism
88 unread replies.88 replies.
One of the main jobs of historians is to interpret the past by reviewing primary documents, scholarly secondary sources, and then creating an analysis of this research. After listening to the appropriate course lectures and reviewing the assigned reading materials below, engage in a class discussion on Eugenics in America and its relationship to the Progressive Era. Consider the following questions: What is Eugenics, and how is it tied to the Progressive Movement? Do you think the government (state and/or federal) is justified to act in this manner? Do you think Eugenics still happens today? If so, how and why? If not, why not?
This assignment requires you to post an original post by of at least 500 words by replying to this prompt. You must then reply to at least two of your classmates' posts, and these responses must be at least 250 words each. You will not be able to see others' replies to this prompt until you have posted your own reply. For full credit, your posts must be substantive, constructive, and respectful. Do not simply sum up the lectures and readings or repeat points made there, and do not simply agree or disagree with your classmates. Be specific, and provide examples that help support your analysis. Make use of the evidence to engage one another in enriching discussions. I am looking for you to create your own interpretations and to discuss original insights, but remember that your analysis must be supported by the provided source material (e.g., lectures, readings, videos). Opinions have no value if they lack this support. Adhere to this quote from President John Adams: "Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the dictates of our passion, they cannot alter the state of facts and evidence.” Include parenthetical references to the lectures and provided sources in both your original post and your response posts. Failure to submit posts by the deadline will result in a zero for the assignment. As per course policies, there will be no individual extensions for any reason, and to discourage procrastination, I will not answer questions about the assignment on the day it is due.
Sources:
Eugenics - Wikipedia.pdf  Download Eugenics - Wikipedia.pdf 
Eugenics in the United States - Wikipedia.pdf  Download Eugenics in the United States - Wikipedia.pdf 
Buck v. Bell - Cornell Law School.pdf  Download Buck v. Bell - Cornell Law School.pdf 
Eugenics and Economics - Thomas Leonard.pdf  Download Eugenics and Economics - Thomas Leonard.pdf 
Abortion and Eugenics - Clarence Thomas.pdf Download Abortion and Eugenics - Clarence Thomas.pdf
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